Knowledge Organiser: The Anglo-Saxons- Who were they?
The invaders wanted land for several
reasons. Their own crops had failed after
flooding; the mild climate favoured
farming; and the Romans were no longer
present to defend the Britons.
‘Anglo-Saxons’ is the
collective name for
several different
invaders, including the
The Romans left Britain
undefended. Among the

Jutes, the Angles and the

Among the jobs held by Anglo-Saxon

Frisians.

men, there were blacksmiths,

invaders who raided
the country were the

carpenters and tanners; hunters,

Saxons.

fishermen and potters. Women

Hengist and Horsa were
two Saxon brothers,

``

cooked, washed and made clothes.
Children shepherded and found
wood.

invited by the British
king Vortigern to
protect Britain from
Pict invaders. They
refused to go.

An Anglo-Saxon burial
was found at Sutton
Hoo in 1939. This is how
we know a lot about
Anglo-Saxon weapons
and jewellery.
In Anglo-Saxon times,
Britain was made up
of seven different
kingdoms, each with
its own king.

Many modern place
names have Anglo- Saxon
origins, including
Sheffield: open land by
the river Sheaf.

Knowledge Organiser: The Anglo-Saxons- Who were they?
Vocabulary
Angles: one of the main Germanic peoples who came from modern Schleswig-Holstein.
Blacksmith: a metal worker who creates objects from wrought iron.
Blodmonath: ‘Blood Month’ – the festival held in late November in which animals were sacrificed.
Bede: a Christian monk whose book The Reckoning of Time in 725AD describes Saxon festivals.
Carpenter: a skilled trade in which wood is cut, shaped and / or installed.
East Anglia: the Anglo-Saxon kingdom in which the Saxon invaders first settled.
Eostremonath: the most important spring festival, held in April, in which people gave gifts of
eggs.
Jutes: one of the three most powerful Germanic peoples of the time, from modern north Denmark.
Kent: the Anglo-Saxon kingdom settled in by Jute invaders who called themselves ‘Kentings’.
Mercia: an Anglo-Saxon kingdom whose name means ‘border people’.
Modraniht: Mother Night - the Anglo-Saxon festival to celebrate the winter solstice in late
December.
Northumbria: the Anglo-Saxon kingdom belonging to the people who lived north of the River
Humber.
Paganism: early Saxons were Pagan, believing in many gods.
Saxons: people who came from the North Sea coast of modern Germany.
Sutton Hoo: the name of the land in Suffolk where a Saxon king’s burial site was found.
Tanners: workers who treat skins or hides of animals to produce leather.
Woden: the chief of the Pagan gods, worshipped by the Anglo-Saxons.

