Knowledge Organiser: What was life like in Ancient Greece?
Athens was the most important city,
as many great thinkers, artist and
writers lived there.
Aristotle was a
Greek philosopher
during the
Classical period in
Ancient Greece.

The geographical features of
Greece played an important
part in
Greece.
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Ancient Greece was not a united country.
It was made up from lots of independent
city-states.

Spartans

were

serious

soldiers. Delphi was one of the holiest
city-states. Corinth was well-placed for

Olympia was home to the original
Olympic

Games.

Only

men

could

compete and winners were treated
as real heroes.
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searching for new lands.

Studying Ancient Greek pottery, we can
learn about their myths, their
clothing, their industries and sports.
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The Ancient Greek gods lived on Mount Olympus. Zeus was king of all
the gods. The sea-god Poseidon and god of the Underworld Hades were
his brothers. Athena, goddess of war and wisdom, was Zeus’ daughter.
Her temple, the Parthenon, lies in Athens on the Acropolis.
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Knowledge Organiser: What was life like in Ancient Greece?
Vocabulary
Acropolis: fortified hill-sides in Ancient Greece; generally refers to the example in Athens
where the Parthenon was built.
Agora: the Ancient Greek market place, where intellectual debate and the selling of goods
both occurred.
Amphitheatre: open-air theatre which surrounds the stage.
Athens: the largest city in Greece and the capital.
City-states: powerful cities that ruled the surrounding lands and area. Ancient Greece
was not a unified country.
Hoplite: citizen-soldiers of the city-states.
Labyrinth: an elaborate and confusing set of underground passages in which the
Minotaur lived.
Mediterranean: the sea that surrounds the Greek islands.
Minotaur: the half-man half-bull monster son of the King of the Greek island of Crete.
Olympics: the name given to the games competition founded in Olympia honour of Zeus.
Parthenon: the name given to Athena’s temple in Athens.
Sparta: a prominent city-state in Ancient Greece, until 192 BC when it was dissolved.
Trireme: a boat powered by three rows of oars.
Zeus: the king of the Ancient Greek gods.

