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Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome Back! I trust you were all able to get some sort of a break over the Christmas period and that Covid
did not ruin all of your plans.
A Brief Introduction
I should start by introducing myself to you all. My name is Martin Fallon and I have succeeded Sam as the
Executive Headteacher at Westways. I am also the headteacher at Mosborough Primary School and will be
splitting my time equally between both places. This means that I aim to be in school every day at some point.
I am looking forward to working with you and getting to know your children; I have heard great things! I will
continue to be supported by Charles, who continues as Head of School and will be helping me become
acquainted with school life here.
Covid Update
This letter is not filled with the joys of the new year, although we do, as always, wish you a very happy start
to 2022! This letter serves one very simple purpose: to provide you with a Covid update!
To make it easy for you to access the information we have cut and pasted advice directly from the DFE
document which you can read for yourselves, should you wish by clicking here.
Have there been any big changes to the guidance?
In truth, no not really. Any bigger changes were made before we closed for the holidays. We feel it is useful
just to reiterate the information from the government and offer a little bit of our spin, where we feel it is
required!
Attendance and remote education
Attendance is mandatory for all pupils of compulsory school age. This means it’s your legal duty as a
parent to send your child to school regularly if they are registered at one.
If you have concerns about your child attending, you should discuss these with your school.
Remote education if your child cannot attend school or college
All state-funded schools must provide remote education for school-aged children who are unable to
attend school due to following government guidance or law relating to COVID-19 (for example if they
need to self-isolate, or if they have tested positive but are well enough to learn from home).
Do we need to know anything else about this?
Please continue to contact the school if your child is isolating or has symptoms. We will talk you through the
support we can offer. We have spare devices, should you require them, which are there for the children to
access.
Mixing (‘bubbles’)
We do not recommend that it is necessary to keep children in consistent groups (‘bubbles’).
Any decision to recommend the reintroduction of ‘bubbles’ would not be taken lightly and would need
to take account of the detrimental impact they can have on the delivery of education.

Do we need to know anything else about this?
No, we will carry on operating in the same way we did before the Christmas break.
Face coverings
In primary schools, we recommend that face coverings should be worn by staff, adults, and those
aged over 11 (including visitors) when moving around in corridors and communal areas. Health advice
continues to be that children in primary schools should not be asked to wear face coverings.
Tracing close contacts and isolation
Education settings are not undertaking contact tracing. Close contacts will now be identified via NHS
Test and Trace. This is likely to be a small number of individuals who would be most at risk of
contracting COVID-19 due to the nature of the close contact.
From 14 December 2021, adults who are fully vaccinated and all children and young people aged
between 5 and 18 years and 6 months identified as a contact of someone with COVID-19 are strongly
advised to take a LFD test every day for 7 days and continue to attend their setting as normal, unless
they have a positive test result.
Daily testing of close contacts applies to all contacts who are:
 fully vaccinated adults – people who have had 2 doses of an approved vaccine
 all children and young people aged 5 to 18 years and 6 months, regardless of their vaccination
status
 people who are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons
Do we need to know anything else about this?
If your child is a close contact please inform the school to let them know you will be testing them each day.
We do not need to be informed again unless they test positive. In relation to testing, whilst we accept that the
guidance says ‘strongly advise’, we believe this should be done in order to limit the spread of Covid and
would seek your support in so doing.
Symptoms and testing
Testing remains important in reducing the risk of transmission of infection within nurseries, schools
and colleges. Continuing to take regular rapid tests will help you to identify infections early and reduce
transmission.
There is no need for primary age pupils (those in year 6 and below) to test regularly, unless they have
been identified as a contact for someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 and therefore take
lateral flow tests every day for 7 days.
Parents and other visitors are strongly advised to take a lateral flow device (LFD) test before entering
a childminder, nursery, school or college.
Positive rapid lateral flow test results
Anyone with a positive test result will need to:
 self-isolate in line with the stay at home guidance (if they test positive at school, you should
arrange for them to be collected)
 book a free further test (a lab-based polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test) to confirm the
result, whether the test was done at home, school or college. This still applies even if they
have received one or more doses of COVID-19 vaccine
 Whilst awaiting the PCR result, the individual should continue to self-isolate.
If the PCR test is taken within the 2 days following the positive LFD result, and is negative, it overrides
the self-test LFD test and your child can return to school, as long as they don’t have COVID-19
symptoms. However, you and your household must continue to self-isolate if:
 this PCR test result is positive
 you choose not to take a follow-up PCR test
 your follow-up PCR test was taken more than 2 days after the positive LFD test result
Do we need to know anything else about this?
If you test positive on a lateral flow, stay at home and book a PCR!

If you suspect your child has coronavirus or has a positive test
Do not send your child to their school if:
 they are showing one or more coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms
 they have had a positive test result
 there are other reasons requiring them to stay at home, for example, they are required to
quarantine, or they are awaiting their PCR result after a positive lateral flow test
 You should follow public health advice on when to self-isolate and what to do.
If you insist on your child attending school when they have symptoms, they can take the decision to
refuse your child if, in their reasonable judgement, it is necessary to protect other pupils and staff from
possible infection with COVID-19.
Is there anything else we need to know?
The simple answer is no! This is the revised government guidance, which is not that different from the
guidance we had before Christmas. Our suggestion would be that if you are uncertain about anything Covid
or indeed school related, do what you would normally do – give us a call! We will do our best to help you.
Things to look out for!
As usual, please look out for our Note Home at the end of the week.
Kind regards,
Mr Martin Fallon
Executive Headteacher

